Wel come t ¢
A Message From

The Rev. Ji m M anrinsetse|r Nﬁtsi%f'?acli ati

. D t h t
Doé Let Mai nt|eo ”?v\. € churct
Become Your Minhg&'adh éﬁatheive

Associati on:

At a recent seminar for c¢hurfcohr |epvaedreyr s, I heard
t en chuhahesare at | east one genmnerzabh odah rojl At i (awh
churches in America otdiex &armhe nnaote ciemttBrraghsuirecdn Npnican
making any sighifidoamorehanfgesctilve ministry. H
went on to say that i hwd haoulsch mpié Bewiolf | D rede hiddmensg h
make chandeang as fichoes nteht aecg dosnfl eyn &1 | Kya,n ntahpeorlei s, Nor

woul d woea't of t hostehattenarehuwiclhleisnlg to undertake r
changeOf the two in ten churches| thaRktevwant mt ¥i me
effective in ministry, hbalgoonankulda@tiirdpwiilnlte .ngP

That I s some pretty scary mat h!

. . iV Sterﬁ)hen t
Now as | |l i stened to this consu tanérmpruﬁé 5e 1S
churches that are struggling to more effectively
our world today, I realized t hat ongef +ihg RLi9

congregations i smahatenhrye htaowebgd o meyqtdhe i gmigs sic
What do | mean by that?

A congregation that has allowed fmai Wekhaha®deKt oA
t hanmo ilsonger | adokianrgd auntewapealopl e n YREKSOOY il &
need Jesus and have, instead, stlarted focu3|ng t
resources on what e\ c ofBsVt-i tQdvelsd Be
it he ohuonrdthe minds : S_McMechen, West
Some of the signs has made

mai ntenance 1 ts mis theev.'..D.r.'_ Randal
Met ai ri e, Lou

T taking car e of y wned
buil ding and gr oWy erRepvr.i oDr-. Howar

ity in the minds of most membersthan &l Fairbury, Neb
reaching peopl e = T

continued on page 2



®
continued from page 1

Networker T holding on to |l arge amounts of mo

grounds in good order) is viewed
mini str and mi ssion
FALL— 2017 yoar |
o 1T people believe the primary respon
Publishing Staff members and their needs rather t he
. . to Ilive out their calling as Chri s
Editor: Rev. Jim Barnes
Design Editor: Leslie Spanyer T the members of théwhahurich tdieen erhiaulr
rat hedfhotwham, God calling me to ser
Networker is published quarterly as Hi s chhurch?

the official newsletter of the Evangel-

ical Association of Reformed and T |l eader s ma k e t heir deci sions wi t h

Congregational Christian Churches. ;
Inclusion of an article or advertise- status quo rather t han belng open

ment does not indicate endorsement directing t he church t owar d 6 Groe &
557 1 BT G 2 Seaittiom, Commi ssion to reach all people wit
Subscription: f any desire to reach new people in
Networker is a free publication. To pri maril y. mo t i figaette dn ebwyo wde ardbessrilsrl e hte
receive a copy of the Networker, the offering plate revenue to keerg
e-mail circulation at Of course the problem with a congr

natmin@evangelicalassociation.org | i g g i onvi ol ahd@sntddnstison f.or AHils tphe oc

New Testament , Jesus reminds His fo
transformed as His foll owers consi s

hi & bong Dapri d Rosenberry talks

Printed in the United States.

To reprint any Networker content,
contact the editorial office by e-mail:

| n

t hat have dr awnac h wnr cohne st htehnaste | vaewe s
natmin@evangelicalassociation.org their own member shi P and t he needs
o of their owvhnurfcarrreisththeat mor e t he
To order back-issues or additional have di al e d back Ig b Vol I{] § } q‘] nbl r? s Otn
copies of the Networker e-mail: and curtailed effo r . o L
natmin@evangelicalassociation.org Of t en ti mes, t hes g J]I’ eg I l?r CQ’I(‘L t f

have pulled away fg'oMefSelloowsHtS\ﬁl
ot her churches anrddl Sralvtk, thoerehel

Board Officers:
Rev. Dr. John Richter, President

Rev. Dr. Steve Disher, Vice President PI’OCGSS, become prlmarl[thI 8CUF?8g
Rev. Rich Dubbs, Secretary i nwar d. Ro BTehreb emmorrye s ays,
IR, Eal [Binlzemm, Teemrsr the church |l ooks in on itself, t he
Rev‘Dary&l?icgfri;‘;ﬁ:%ﬁ%gw“f can give of itself; the less it giyv
the congr eogat,i dam graindyesxs.ases, the cft
I f a congregation has fallen into this trap of n
needed. Church | eaders must be willing to risk
that goes beyond simply maintaining an instituti c
As someone fiWhnacte daisfkfeedr,ence woul d it make to the p
exi st toolnfortrhoewRa o ®sveedn ifsti me to take a | ook at whe
i nwardly focused that mad nmiennaaincre. hilst ibrete otmees |t entel
you and give you H®s fwiaaidenfef gwoounydoeurri ncgh uhrocwh J e s u s
are outside of your i@AWhernc He Jadresiuder stahwe s eh ew ocrr dosw.
because they were harassed and hel pl ess, | i ké@ heh
harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. A
har ve 95t) Maitet|hde3n8)9: 36

PAGE 2 NETWORKER



CONVOCATI

Bed&gk Ref or med

ON
Chur ch

201

L e x

nL e t

Li ght

Sh

ne

Out

v

o)

[ n September, peopl e from afll across t he Co
gat hered i n Lexington, North Carolina for t he
Annual Convocation of t(he Evangelical Associ a
Thi s year t AllLeett hLeingeht waSgshi n e Out of
Dar ktnkeasssed on the passage in |II Corinthians 4:
where the apdBed eGP ublveljo | $ 2isd,
l i ght shineodmade olfi sdalrikgjretssshi ne i n our
hearts to give wus the &l ght of the knowl edge
gl ory displayedo in the flace of Chri st.
The convocation opened Jon Friday afternoon wi
presentation by SttainmeHainpktienrsnawho i s a f ul |
tional evangel i st based|in Hawaii Hankins o
challenge t®® dessrirdet oGednd workers into
the harvest field and reminded Christians that
be effective in evangel i|sm, believers must hav
for the 1 ost
Af ter a short br eak, Rqbby Dil more, known as
AChri sti ar o€armhi Guywationalll y syndicated radio
show, shared an inspiratlional account of his ¢
from an unbelieving car deal er to a fully <co
foll ower o f Jesus. Hi s| testimony included a
mi racul ous healing and klept the audience | aughi
i njected his trademar k hjumor .
Friday events concluded |in the evening with a
service and sermon by C| E. Hol t of t he Green
Christian church in Burll]ington, North Carolina.
On Saturday, convocati omn comt T mTued with 2
Faupel who is the executivé‘L edi tbehlo rhdfme"ﬂ@‘ﬂnﬁe@%f
unique ministry designed to "edEchAT t %R VPERF heN 42
Through the creative wuse o?hetelc'rgrpép l(ﬁ/e aIJI ;58?
how ministry can be done with teens and y ou
continued

Recel Your -Mat wWbr ker

suipgn al |

vV €
To

y 0 umaniele dy a wr -ndeoa mesa eed d e 8 S
natmin@evangelicalassociation.org

You wi | | begin recemai hgwyobhrtNet we K[

FALL 2017 PAGE 3



